
Vermont Department of Education 

DOE Weekly Field Memo – June 24, 2009 1 

DOE Weekly Field Memo – June 24, 2009 
 
From the Department of Education: 

 Commissioner's Letter Regarding Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (and Sample 
Superintendent Letter of Intent) 

 Vermont Professional Development (VPDN) Meeting Materials 
 Reminder: Combined Incident Reporting Software (CIRS) Required 
 Reminder: Prevention of Harassment of Students Policy Required 

 
Commissioner's Letter Regarding Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (and Sample 
Superintendent Letter of Intent)  
Audience: Superintendents, Principals, Technology Coordinators 
This letter from the commissioner is intended for superintendents who wish to place their schools on the 
priority list for broadband access. A consortium of Vermont government agencies (Department of 
Education, State of Vermont, and the Vermont Telecommunications Authority in conjunction with the 
Office of Economic Recovery) is putting forth a proposal for stimulus funds that address broadband 
issues across the state. 
This letter outlines those plans and also contains a “letter of intent” that superintendents can sign and 
return to place their SU on the priority listing for joining this effort. NOTE: This “letter of intent” is non-
binding and simply assures the SU a seat at the table when the details are ironed out. We look forward to 
receiving this letter from as many supervisory unions as possible by July 15. View the message from 
Commissioner Vilaseca and the sample SU letter at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/recovery_act.html#broadband.  
Contact: Peter Drescher, Education Technology Coordinator, at (802) 828-5149 or 
peter.drescher@state.vt.us  
 
Vermont Professional Development (VPDN) Meeting Materials 
Audience: Principals, Curriculum Coordinators, Educators 
The Vermont Professional Development Network materials are now available on the department Web site 
at http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum.html#vpdn_wiki. This takes visitors to the portal 
to the literacy, math and science wikis used for planning and storing materials for the VPDN materials.  
Contact:  Lindy Johnson for literacy at (802) 828-6562 or lindy.johnson@state.vt.us 
 Denise Maurice for MS-HS math at (802) 828-2173 or denise.maurice@state.vt.us 
 Gail Hall for MS-HS science at (802) 828-0156 or gail.hall@state.vt.us 
 Kathy Renfrew for elementary math + science at (802) 828-6561or kathy.renfrew@state.vt.us 

 
Reminder: Combined Incident Reporting Software (CIRS) Required 
Audience: Principals 
The Combined Incident Reporting Software (CIRS) CD was sent to all principals in the beginning of the 
school year. If you misplaced your CD please call (802) 828-3777 and request a blank CD to be sent to 
you or you can download the application from the Department of Education Web site using the link 
below. Please mail your signature page and disk to: Vermont Department of Education, ATTN: DMAT, 
120 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 by July 1, 2009. Since this data is required by the federal 
Safe and Drug Free Schools and Communities Act, funding may not be released prior to receipt of the 
report by the department. 
For more information and instructions, visit: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_IT/data_collection.html#cirs. 
Contact: Child Count Help Line at (802) 828-1499  
 
Reminder: Prevention of Harassment of Students Policy Required 
Audience: Superintendents and Principals 
As required by Act 91 of 2004, An Act Relating to Harassment in Schools, and recently amended by Act 
41 of 2007, An Act Prohibiting Discrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity, the Department of 
Education has posted on its Web site a model policy entitled, Policy on Prevention of Harassment of 
Students. It has been brought to our attention by the Human Rights Commission that several districts still 
do not have in place a policy that conforms to Vermont law regarding the prevention of harassment. 
Specifically, your policy must include language on harassment related to “gender identity.” Because of 
several changes made, including those on procedures, definitions and reviews, it is required that school 
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policies are adopted based on the model policy found at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/resources/model_policies.html#harassment.  
Contact: Barbara Crippen at 828-5937 or barbara.crippen@state.vt.us 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Weekly Field Memo is Online! 
The DOE Weekly Field Memo is archived on the Department of Education Web site at 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/field_memo.html. Field Memos and the corresponding 
attachments are available for download. For Field Memo information three months or older, or for other 
questions, please contact Jill Remick, communications director, at (802) 828-3154 or 
jill.remick@state.vt.us.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
For the Department of Education Web site see: http://education.vermont.gov/. For upcoming events or 
professional development opportunities, see the DOE Calendar of Events located at: 
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/dept/calendar.html. 
 
Main Department Line: (802) 828-3135 
 
NOTE: For comments or questions specific to the messages above, please contact the person listed. DO 
NOT reply to this message.  
 
This Field Memo is posted weekly by the Department of Education to better organize our e-
communications to the field. There may be times when separate messages from the department will still 
be sent. 
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